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NEGLECTED ORCHARDS WORKING GROUP, HILLS AREA 
Statement by Member for Roleystone 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Roleystone) [12.27 pm]:  Since I was elected just over two years ago, I have worked 
with hills orchardists at Walliston, Carmel, Pickering Brook, Karragullen and Roleystone on a number of issues 
including the rollover protection system and elevated work platforms, but particularly on the threat to their 
livelihoods represented by neglected orchards.  Subdivisions of old orchards and new hobby orchards have 
meant that many professional horticulturists are neighbours to part-timers who often lack the skills or time to 
adequately maintain their orchards.  At a growers forum last year at the Lesmurdie Club, hosted by me, the 
Minister for Agriculture Hon Kim Chance promised to support a local neglected orchards working group.  The 
group consisted of local growers Peter Casotti, Eric Altineer, Jono Byl and local organic orchardist Ian Burns.  
Although I chaired the group the hard work was done by my electorate officer Frank Lanza who has an extensive 
knowledge of and passion for the industry.  On behalf of the group, I wrote to all local orchardists and asked 
them to identify problem orchards.  The problem orchards were prioritised by the group for inspection by the 
Department of Agriculture which then reported back to the group.  After some very frank exchanges between the 
working group and the Department of Agriculture, further action was taken by the department.  As a result, some 
of the owners of those orchards have improved their practices or agreed to remove trees, and in one significant 
case, the minister has exercised his power and ordered the destruction of a particularly badly neglected orchard.  
When we came to government these growers were fed up with the “do nothing” attitude of the previous Court 
Government minister, Hon Monty House.  They are relieved that at last they have a Minister for Agriculture who 
is prepared to act to protect their livelihood.  I thank Peter, Eric, Jono, Ian and Frank and the Department of 
Agriculture’s Simon Meriwether for their ongoing efforts to protect the livelihood of all hills orchardists.   
 


